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2023 FCAR Board  
of Directors
Amos Martin, President 
amos@vcre.com

Kris Alcorn, President-Elect 
kaalcorn@live.com

Tony “C” Checchia, Immediate Past President 
tonyc@veritarealestate.com

Brandi Dillon, Secretary 
Brandi.D@theagencyre.com

Darren Ahearn, Treasurer 
darrenahearn@gmail.com

Thomas Campbell, Director 
thomas@charisrealty.com

Terez Dorsey, Director 
realtorterezdorsey@gmail.com

Soraya Gillespie, Director 
soraya@myttpm.com

Christopher Highland, Director 
chris@chrishighland.com

Meg Gawler, Affiliate Director 
meg.gawler@communitytn.com

F C A R  S O C I A L  S H O R T C U T S

Click here for our COVID-19 Info Page

June 9, 2023

Newsletter
The United Voice for Real Estate in Frederick County

Learn to overcome entrenched stereotypical thinking and 
provide equal professional service to every client.

June 20: Free Bias Override 
CE Course at FCAR

Goodbye, HomeSnap. Hello, MLS-Touch!
Effective June 30: Bright MLS will 
remove HomeSnap as a core offering.  
MLS-Touch—Bright MLS’ app  
solution for the short term—is  
available in your app store. 
Learn more: go.fcar.org/mls-touch

Register Today
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https://twitter.com/FCARMD1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWa503Shu27Vl0z0zqVorMQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/frederick-county-association-of-realtors-fcar/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.facebook.com/FCARMD/
https://www.instagram.com/fcarmd/
https://www.fcar.org/covid-19-info
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Membership

June Membership Meeting
Here’s what  
you missed:
Patty Aiken of Exacta Land  
Surveyors educated your fellow 
members about house location 
drawings, easements, and a host 
of other survey-related topics 
that can affect their clients’  
property use and value.

Legal and Lender updates were 
given by Carey Aquilina, Esq. 
(Lawyers Signature Settlements, 
LLC) and Dana Dudley  
(FitzGerald Financial Group), 
and the door prize was  
sponsored by Melissa LeClair 
(Highland Title & Escrow). 
FCAR Association Executive 
Hugh Gordon also caught  
everyone up on current  
discussions with the Maryland  
Department of Energy in regard 
to the ongoing sewage issues.

Monthly Membership  
Meetings are on summer break 
for July and August, but save the 
date for Thursday, September 7! 
We will return with a dynamic 
REALTOR® Safety presentation 
by REALTOR® and Frederick 
Police Department Corporal 
Jonathan Schultz.

View Facebook Photos

Legal and Legislative Update summary

https://www.facebook.com/FCARMD/posts/pfbid02Zme1btnGLZQa2TdtKSHjCBnPkRrJMvD8PMxfAd8LWaWUvmhgexni7gbmpgHKMfRWl
https://go.fcar.org/notes-0623
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Weekly Highlights

Dip in new contracts. As expected, there was a decline in new contract activity in the Mid-Atlantic for 
the week ending June 4, 2023. After the lower showing traffic last week, fewer offers and acceptances 
followed. In good news, that means a rebound is anticipated next week. But contracts continue to lag 
their 2022 peers as interest rates now flirt with 7% and inventory tightness limits activity.

Showings and listings have weekly gains. Showings in the Mid-Atlantic increased 11.6% compared to 
last week and new listings improved 4.0%. Showing activity has hovered around the levels seen in 
2019 indicating buyers are still interested in spite of market hurdles. On the other hand, sellers are 
holding their cards (and homes) closer to their chest with their coveted low interest rates. New 
listings are significantly below last year and 2019.

Weekly Snapshot
Week Ending: June 4, 2023

For more weekly insights, visit BrightMLS.com/MarketUpdate.

Is relief in pace coming soon? For the week ending June 4, the median time to contract bumped up one 
day to 15 days. One day and one week’s increase does not make a trend, but past years show June as a 
turning point for spring market tightness. Many are looking for the Fed to pause rate hikes. Mortgage 
rate movement will impact demand while the lack of inventory should keep the market competitive for 
buyers.

WEEK ENDING
June 4, 2023

COMPARED TO
A YEAR AGO

COMPARED TO
A WEEK AGO

Showings 101,702 -12.9% +11.6%

New Purchase Contracts 5,730 -21.2% -15.9%

Median Time to Contract 15 days +8 days +1 day

New Listings 5,567 -22.9% +4.0%

Median List Price $419,900 +2.4% +5.0%

News You Can Use

Big Dates  
& Deadlines
Tuesday, June 20 (in-person at FCAR)

FREE Implicit Bias Course
NAR’s new Bias Override course meets 
the CE Fair Housing credit require-
ment for new REALTORS®.

Saturday, June 17

MD Homeownership Expo
Wayne K. Curry Sports & Learning Center

Deadline: Friday, July 14

Maryland REALTORS® 
Committee Deadline
Sign up and contribute at the state level.

Thursday, September 7

Membership Meeting

September 11-15

FCAR Membership  
Appreciation Week
Get ready for 50% store discounts,  
free CE courses, free food trucks,  
discounted headshots, and more!

Friday, September 15

YNP Cornhole Tournament
Free food, drinks, and casual  
competitive cornhole. 

Thursday, November 9

FCARe Charity Auction
Now accepting donations for this year’s 
event—“Be a Superhero.”

Housing Market Statistics
More market statistics are available on our housing statistics page.

https://www.brightmls.com/article/12040
https://www.fcar.org/housing-statistics
https://fcar.org/housing-statistics
https://fcar.org/housing-statistics
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News You Can Use

FCAR Sponsorships Keep You Top of Mind
Our new sponsorships get your business in front of FCAR membership and Frederick community.

As part of our 2023 strategy to add 
increased value for non-REALTOR® 
members, a new Sponsorship Guide 
has released. Brokerages and  
Strategic Partner members are 
invited to take a look at an entire 
year’s worth of event sponsorships 
keep your businesses top of mind.

2023 Sponsorship Guide   |   3Frederick County Association of REALTORS®

Newsletter Advertising
The FCAR Newsletter is e-mailed to more than 1,300 of our members on a regular basis.

Pricing:
$75 per month 
$200 Quarterly 
$800 yearly

Examples of online  
newsleter ads

We promote the newsletter on social media and send it out to our 
entire membership with important news, updates, classes, and oth-
er important information.

Newsletter sponsors are featured at the bottom of each issue and 
rotate each week. The ads are also featured on the Newsletter page 
of our website (www.fcar.org/newsletter).

• Ad size: 1920x1080 pixels  (similar to business card dimensions)
• Advertisers provide their own ad with logo and contact info
• Includes rotating ad on our newsletter page of our website
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2023 FCAR Board  

of Directors
Amos Martin, President 

amos@vcre.com

Kris Alcorn, President-Elect 
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Terez Dorsey, Director 
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F C A R  S O C I A L  S H O R T C U T S

Click here for our COVID-19 Info Page

December 28, 2022

Newsletter
The United Voice for Real Estate in Frederick County

FCAR January Events

Holiday Hours

Register for the following events on our website.

The FCAR office close early for the New Year at noon on  

Friday, December 30 and be closed all day Monday, January 2.

Sponsorship 
Guide

2 0 2 3  E d i t i o n
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Fcar.org website Advertising
Every day, members and potential members use the FCAR website for information about our 
benefits, current classes, upcoming events, and new member information.

Front page ad:
$125 monthly 
$1,400 yearly

Bottom Banner ad:
$100 monthly 
$1,100 yearly

All website advertising includes a link to your website. Sponsors 
will be featured on the FCAR.org home page. Each ad space is  
limited to four (4) sponsors. Ads will rotate in 3-5 second intervals.

• Ad size: 1920x1080 pixels  (similar to business card dimensions)
• Advertisers provide their own ad with logo and contact info
• Includes rotating ad on our newsletter page of our website

Example of  
front page ad

Example of  
bottom banner ad
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Our cornerstone networking event showcases our Strategic Partner (Affiliate) member services for 
the benefit of our REALTORS®.

The FCAR Trade Show is held annually and is free to all FCAR  
REALTOR® members. This event is held at the Frederick Fairgrounds 
and brings together REALTOR® and Strategic Partner (Affiliate) 
members to network, meet vendors, find services who may benefit 
their businesses, and all while socializing and having fun. 

Each year features a different theme, and hundreds of FCAR 
members attend. Exhibitors are encouraged to decorate their 
booths and tables in the theme, and prizes are given away for the 
best displays.

Wednesday, April 10, 2024
Event Sponsor: $300
Program sponsor: $50

Table & booth pricing:

MEMBER TABLE: $170 
($195 WITH ELECTRICAL OUTLET) 

NON-MEMBER TABLE: $220 
($245 WITH ELECTRICAL OUTLET)

MEMBER 10 X 10’ BOOTH: $270 
(ELECTRICITY INCLUDED)

NON-MEMBER 10 X 10’ BOOTH: $320 
(ELECTRICITY INCLUDED)

Contact: Natalie@fcar.org

2023 Sponsorship Guide   |   7Frederick County Association of REALTORS®

*Please check with your financial advisor to determine if your donation to FCAR is tax deductible under charitable giving law. FCAR, a 501(c)(6), uses net proceeds from 
events to fund their FCARe Fund, a pass-through donor-advised fund with the Community Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

BECOME A SPONSOR TODAY
Natalie McLister  |  301-663-0757 (ext. 1003)  |  natalie@fcar.org

Charity 
Auction

Thursday,  November 9
Bar sponsor: $1,500
• LOGO PLACEMENT AT BAR 

• FOUR (4) EVENT TICKETS

Gold sponsor: $1,000
• LOGO ON EVENT BANNER 

• MENTION IN SOCIAL MEDIA & PRESS 

• FOUR (4) EVENT TICKETS

Silver sponsor: $750
• NAME ON EVENT BANNER 

• MENTION IN SOCIAL MEDIA & PRESS 

• TWO (2) EVENT TICKETS

bronze sponsor: $500
• NAME ON EVENT BANNER 

• MENTION IN SOCIAL MEDIA & PRESS 

• TWO (2) EVENT TICKETS

This annual event brings FCAR members together to win 
great prizes while supporting a great cause. Last year’s auction 
raised $17,000 for Habitat for Humanity of Frederick County 
through the FCARe Fund. 

Event attendees are invited to enjoy drinks, hors d’oeuvres, and a 
silent auction as the auction begins. Guests will be allowed time to 
inspect each station and place their bids before dinner. Once silent 
bidding ends, a delicious Dutch’s Daughter meal will be served and 
the evening’s main event will begin—the live auction.

TWO WAYS TO GET INVOLVED: Sponsoring the auction gets 
your business in front of our 1,300+ membership and included 
in event press and social media. (listed on the left) Join dozens of 
Frederick businesses in donating high quality items for participants 
to bid on at the auction. Examples of high quality bidding items 
include vacation stays, sports tickets, spa packages, gift bundles.
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New Member Orientation
An opportunity to make contact with new FCAR members as they’re learning the ropes.

Classroom Sponsor
Become the face (or branding) people see as they enter the FCAR Classroom!

Informed Professionals Seminars
Monthly non-CE educational events open to members and the Frederick business community.

Monthly Course
Cost: providing food

Recognition all year 
Cost: $400

Monthly Event
Cost: providing Lunch

Sponsorship includes: 
 • Covering cost of food/drinks (with small tabletop sign)
 • Social media tags, promotion, inclusion on event/graphics 
 • Brief time to address the class before the session begins 
 • Ability to display materials/signage at event

Sponsorship includes your branding presence on: 
 • Outside of the FCAR Classroom
 • On the TV in the FCAR lobby 
 • On the education page on our website

Sponsorship includes: 
 • Covering cost of food/drinks (with small tabletop sign)
 • Social media tags, promotion, inclusion on event/graphics

Classroom Sponsorships
Make your business a presence for every educational event in the FCAR Classroom.
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YPN Happy Hour Sponsorship
A monthly casual networking event for our Young Professionals Network (YPN).

FCAR Young  
Professionals  
Network

YPN Cornhole Tournament
Our Young Professionals Network’s largest event full of food, friends, and outdoor fun.

Monthly event 

(3rd thursdays)

Cost: $150

Friday, September 8
Food sponsor: $250
Drink sponsor: $150
Prize sponsor: $100

Sponsorship includes: 
 • Covering cost of appetizers at event (FCAR will order and  
  arrange appetizers for you) 
 • Small tabletop sign with your logo 
 • Social media tags, promotion, inclusion on event/graphics 
 • Ability to display materials/signage at event 

Sponsorship includes:
 • Social media tags, promotion, inclusion on event/graphics 
 • Ability to display materials/signage at event

Contact: Natalie@fcar.org

FCARYoungProfessionalNetwork             fcar_ypn
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FCAR Awards Ceremony
Annual awards honoring the best and brightest FCAR members as nominated by their peers.

Thursday, April 27
Gold sponsor:  $1,000
Name in program: $100

Gold sponsorship includes:
 • Social media tags, promotion, inclusion on event/graphics 
 • Logo on event signage 
 • Ability to display materials/signage at event 

Membership Events Sponsorships
These annual events receive great community visibility and are a prime advertising opportunity.

Installation & Holiday Party
Be a part of an evening where FCAR honors past leadership and swears in the new board.

FCAR Association Donor
For individuals and corporate sponsors to show their commitment to the association’s success.

Thursday, November 30
Gold sponsor:  $1,000
Name in program: $100

Recognition all year
Cost: $3,000

Gold sponsorship includes:
 • Social media tags, promotion, inclusion on event/graphics 
 • Logo on event signage 
 • Ability to display materials/signage at event

Sponsorship includes:
 • 2023 top level recognition at all major FCAR events  
  (Trade Show, FCARe Charity Auction, Holiday Party) 
 • Year-long newsletter & website advertising

New: Summer Hours at the FCAR Office
FCAR staff is now operating from 8AM-4:30 PM Mon-Thu and 8AM-2PM on Fridays.

REALTORS® Needed to Teach City of  
Frederick First Time Homebuyer Workshop

Do you have a passion for first time homebuyers and the knowledge to back it up? If so, contact Terez Dorsey  
(realtorterezdorsey@gmail.com) to learn more about helping to facilitate this workshop for the City of Frederick.

Lend your expertise to help make first time homebuyers dreams come true

2023 RPAC Progress Update 
Thanks to our Major Investors and 
a REALTOR® participation rate of 
47.19%, we have collected $27,700 
(80.5%) toward our total goal of 
$34,401 for the year.

Major investors for 2023 include 
Kris Alcorn, Jessica Almovodar, 
Bill Armstrong, Hugh Gordon, 
Maureen Nichols, FCAR, Sue Kelly, 
Soraya Gillespie, Hanna Houck,  

Susan Houck, and Maureen Nichols.
FCAR members can support the 

work of defending their businesses 
and homeowner rights by support-
ing the REALTOR® Party.

https://63eb7cfc-d267-4fa7-b634-918dfbec8a56.usrfiles.com/ugd/63eb7c_0ca6f07307cb48bd9c8be969f7657794.pdf
https://63eb7cfc-d267-4fa7-b634-918dfbec8a56.usrfiles.com/ugd/63eb7c_0ca6f07307cb48bd9c8be969f7657794.pdf
mailto:realtorterezdorsey%40gmail.com?subject=First%20Time%20Homebuyer%20Program
https://www.fcar.org/rpac
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Upcoming Events

Informed Professionals Lunch & Learn:  
Getting Borrowers Loan Ready
Friday, July 14  |  11:30 AM-1:00 PM 
This free Informed Professionals Lunch & Learn features guest speaker 
J.P. Bergas, Regional Manager for Uqual. Lunch is sponsored by George 
Makrides of CBM Mortgage. Non-members are welcome to attend.

YPN Happy Hour     Thursday, June 15  |  4:00-6:00 PM 
Join us at Brewer’s Alley in Downtown Frederick and bring your business 
cards! We’ll be picking several winners for free Alive@Five tickets.  
Sponsored by Fox Mountain Property Inspections.

YPN Cornhole Tournament      
Friday, Sept. 15  |  12:00-4:00 PM 
Grab a partner and form a team! Our Young Professionals Network is 
hosting its second annual YPN Cornhole Tournament at Utica Park. 
Lunch is at noon and bags fly at 1 PM. This free event is open to both 
members and non-members. Sponsorships are still being accepted. 

Informed Professionals Lunch & Learn:  
Agricultural Financing & Development
Wednesday, June 21  |  12:00-1:30 PM 
This free Informed Professionals Lunch & Learn features guest 
speaker a panel of four experts on the topic: Anne Bradley,  
Elizabeth Benitez, Stephen McHenry, and Nicole Milbourne. 
Lunch is sponsored by Horizon Farm Credit. Non-members  
are welcome to attend.

https://go.fcar.org/mm0623
https://go.fcar.org/mm0623
https://go.fcar.org/mm0623
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Fair Housing
Thu., June 22  |  9:30-11:00 AM 
Instructor: Maryland REALTORS®

Legal & Legislative Update
Tue., June 27  |  1:00-4:00 PM 
Instructor: Mary Chieppa

MREC RE Brokerage  
Relationships & Disclosures
Thu., June 29  |  9:00 AM-12:00 PM 
Instructor: Maryland REALTORS®

MREC Required Supervision
Thu., June 29  |  1:00-4:00 PM 
Instructor: Kathleen Dartez of 
Maryland REALTORS®

New Member Orientation
Tue., July 11  |  9:30-11:00 AM 
Instructors: Maureen Nichols,  
Kelly Malagari

The 10 Most Common  
Home Defects
Wed., July 12  |  9:30-11:30 AM 
Instructor: Richard Leonard, Fox 
Mountain Property Inspections

FREE CE: Bias Override
Tuesday, June 20  |  1:00-4:00 PM at FCAR 
This in-person course meets the Fair Housing 
credit requirement for new REALTORS®. 
Instructors: Kathleen Dartez and Colette  
Massengale of Maryland REALTORS®

Financing/Appraisal
Fri., Aug. 25  |  9:00-11:00 AM 
Michael Pugh, Houston Darling, 
PW Shaffer

Commercial Contracts/Leases
Tue., Sept. 12  |  9:00-11:00 AM 
Brianne Paugh 

Commercial Agency (CE)
Thu., Dec. 14  |  1:00-4:00 PM 
Ed Stanfield (3.0 Credits)

FCAR Continuing Education
Please note: All classes have returned to a hybrid format.

Please use your Membership Portal to sign up. Visit fcar.org and click the login button or visit go.fcar.org/login.  

For hybrid and virtual courses, Zoom links will be sent out the day before the class to the registered e-mail address.

Commercial Seminar Series

in-person Bright MLS Training 
Thu., June 15  |  11:00 AM-12:00 PM  |  Getting Started with Bright MLS
Thu., June 15  | 1:00-2:00 PM  |  Bright MLS Search 
Instructor: Steve Hoover, Bright MLS Customer Success CoachRegister Online

Register Online

https://mdweb.mmsi2.com/frederick/
https://go.fcar.org/login
https://brightmls.com/fcar
https://www.fcar.org/events
https://go.fcar.org/bias23
https://brightmls.com/fcar


Special Thanks 
to our Newsletter Sponsors

Frederick County Association of REALTORS®

The Voice of Real Estate in Frederick County
478 Prospect Blvd.   |   Frederick, MD 21701   |   301-663-07571   |   www.fcar.org

Jennifer Lewis 
SR. Mortgage Loan Officer/VP of Operations

NMLS #1102890

Cell: 301-514-5189  |  Office: 301-846-2051
Jennifer.Lewis@mottomortgage.com 
www.mottomortgage.com/offices/premiumfrederick/jenniferlewis/.com

MOTTO MORTGAGE PREMIUM
7210 Corporate Ct. Suite F | Frederick, MD 21703

Office NMLS #1683252

Each Office is Independently Owned, Operated and Licensed

https://fcar.org
https://www.villagesettlements.com
https://nextdayinspect.com/
https://unitedtitleservice.com/
https://www.ironvalleycentralmd.com/
https://www.mottomortgage.com/offices/premium-frederick/
http://fredericktitle.com
https://twitter.com/FCARMD1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWa503Shu27Vl0z0zqVorMQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/frederick-county-association-of-realtors-fcar/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.facebook.com/FCARMD/
https://www.instagram.com/fcar_md/

